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Dates to

Remember

Dec. 24th-Jan. 2nd
Winter Vacation, 
No School
 
Tues., Jan. 6th
McIntyre Ski Begins
 
Wed., Jan. 7th
Ukulele After School
 
Thurs., Jan 8th
Parent to Parent
meeting, 6pm

Fri., Jan. 9th
-Acadia & Yosemite,
Read In, 
8:15-8:45 pm
-Pizza Friday
 

Click here to view
our school calendar

FROM MS JEN

Dear Parents:

By now, you've probably received the letter I mailed last week
asking for your support in our Annual Holiday Appeal. Normally,
parents have not been included in our Annual Holiday Appeal -
only non-parent community members.  But our school won't
continue to be successful if we don't all participate in this
together. That's why this year, I included you in this appeal.
 We need your help.

If you haven't seen the letter, I talked about the sacrifices our
teachers make to work here.  I have been beyond impressed by
the talent and dedication of all who work here, but I don't think
it is generally known how much these extremely talented and
incredibly hardworking professionals give up to teach at Mill
Falls. And they do it because they care deeply about education,
the Montessori approach to education, and mostly because they
care about your children.

Because we are a charter school, the funding we receive in
government funding is simply inadequate.  Because we operate
on a shoe string budget, our teachers don't get benefits they
could get elsewhere. They literally sacrifice tens of thousands of
dollars per year to be here. They don't get any retirement,
dental, or disability benefits. They would get all of this
somewhere else. But they are not complaining - they are
passionate, dedicated, and the most caring individuals I've met.
 

But should all the sacrifices be made by our teachers alone?

Please join our teachers in making shared sacrifices on behalf
of your school.  Donate today, before its too late to take
advantage of the tax credit come April tax time.  

I thank you all for your generosity, support, and efforts to keep
our school going strong.  We can't do it without you.

Thank you,
Jen
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PARENT TO PARENT

Dear Parents,

We wanted to wish you all a very Happy Holiday break and also
let you know about a scheduling change for our upcoming
January meeting.

The meeting will now take place on Thursday, January 8th at
6pm and will be located at the school.  We are sorry for any
inconvenience and appreciate your understanding.

We hope to see you there!

Jen Hancock / jen@nhhancocks.net
Lisa Zonfrillo / zonfrillo@comcast.net
Mel Decowski

STAY TUNED...

Pajama days are coming!

Once per month we will be having Friday Pajama Day for staff
and students alike!  For a suggested $3 donation to our school,
any student or staff member who wants to come to school in
comfy cozy PJs can do so!

This is a great opportunity to get your child actively engaged in
giving back to his or her school by saving up piggy bank money,
or doing an extra chore around the house to make some extra
money to get to wear PJs for the day!

Our first Pajama day will be Friday, January 16th.  

HELPING THE HOMELESS

Mill Falls is teaming up with Americorps to help support our local
communities.  Mill Falls will be collecting socks, gloves, peanut
butter and toothbrushes beginning this Monday, December
22nd. Donations will be accepted through January 16th. Please
see the flyers below for more information.



Help the Homeless   Day of Service
 

MONTESSORI IN MOTION

Kwanzaa: Celebration of Family, Community & Culture 

Our Lower Elementary students
continued their Cultural Studies this
week with a focus on Kwanzaa, a non
religious holiday that honors African
American people and their heritage.
Kwanzaa is celebrated annually, from
December 26th until January 1st. 

Kwanzaa celebrations began in 1966
when Dr. Maulana Karanga, an African-American professor
of Africana Studies,  activist and author, created the holiday. His
goal was to help African Americans learn about their African
history, culture and customs. Kwanzaa takes it's name from the
Swahili word related to harvest. Kwanzaa is an exciting and
joyful occasion and, like so many celebrations this time of year,
it culminates in a feast and gift-giving. 

Our Lower Elementary students learned about the Seven
Kwanzaa Principles which are celebrated one at a time, on each
of the seven nights of the holiday. Those are: Umoja - unity,
living together in peace with family and community;
Kujichagulia - self determination, deciding what we want and
making goals to achieve them; Ujima - collective work and
responsibility to solve problems and take care of our
community; Ujamaa - cooperative economics; Nia - purpose,
trying to be the best we can be and make our community the
strongest it can be; Kuumba - creativity; Imani - faith, which
can be shown by believing in ourselves and in others.

 
 
Tradition holds that the Kwanzaa table is covered with a Mkeka,
a special mat on which are places fruits and vegetables to
symbolize the harvest. Our students 'wove' such mats using
red, black and green construction paper as seen above. 

Students also created jewelry using dry dyed pasta (red, green
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and black) to make necklaces. Making simple gifts like this is a
way to practice the principle of creativity - Kuumba - which is
celebrated on the 6th night of the holiday.

FIX IT CREW...

Special thanks to Upper Elementary students, Stephen and
Sam for their fix-it initiative! After the leg on their classroom's
snack table became loose, the boys decided to fix it as well as
tightening up the legs of other chairs and tables around the

whole school. Seen here, the boys show off the tools Stephen
brought in from home to get the job done.

MILL FALLS IN HEADLINES

 
Last fall, Dane Peters, retired Montessori school leader and vice
president of the American Montessori Society's Board of
Directors, visited Mill Falls during one of our Montessori Morning
Tours. After his visit, he wrote this article celebrating the work
being done here at Mill Falls. The article ran recently in the



Public Montessorian. The article can be found here.

SHOP TO BENEFIT OUR SCHOOL

There is still time to shop for the holidays and benefit
Mill Falls by shopping through the following:

Amazon Smile
Amazon will donate a percentage of all sales from purchases to
Mill Falls as long as you select us as your charity of choice and
sign in through smile.amazon.com and choosing Mill Falls
Charter School Foundation as your charity.  You still have the
same prices and variety of items as regular Amazon, but with
the added benefit of knowing a portion is helping YOUR school! 
 
Target REDcard
Sign up to have 1% of all your purchases made on your Target
REDcard donated to Mill Falls.  Please note that for some reason
the school will not show up when searching for it online unless
you search by zip OR school ID, which is 152944.  Sign up
today!
 

You can also support your school by purchasing a needed

item on our wish list or by making a one-time or monthly

donation.

 Please pass along this information to friends and family -

Thank you for your support! 

CORPORATE SPONSORS

We gratefully acknowledge the ongoing contributions from the
following corporate partners:
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